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J&K is home to various
communities notified as
Scheduled Tribes including:

GUJJAR, BAKKERWAL,
GADDI, SIPPI, BOT,
DARD SHEEN.

As per 2011 Census,

Scheduled Tribes comprise of about

OF THE TOTAL
POPULATION OF
JAMMU & KASHMIR12%12%

This along with tribal practice of transhumance presents a unique and peculiar

developmental challenge to the government of J&K as most of the developmental

programs are designed to cater to sedentary population. 

In order to address the unique challenge of taking developmental initiatives to tribal

communities of J&K, Tribal Research Institute has been established as a research

body by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Government of India, to act as a think tank

centred on the tribal way of life. The institute is to act as a repository of tribal history,

knowledge and undertake research/initiatives aimed at preservation of tribal culture

and heritage; steer appropriate legislation based on evidence based planning,

capacity building of tribals and institutions; and create awareness about tribal way

of life.

TRIBAL
ECONOMY

is closely linked with
the Forests and majority

of them are placed
below the poverty

line

They possess
Meagre Assets &

are exclusively
dependent on

WAGES, FOREST
PRODUCE AND

FARMING

mostly
carried out through
traditional methods

leading to just
enough for

sustenance.

The second half of 2021 saw TRI attaining new heights, taking several initiatives for

the upliftment of tribal communities. Through the medium of this maiden newsletter,

TRI, J&K aims to recapitulate various such initiatives and achievements of the

Institute for the readers. The TRI aims to have this newsletter as a regular feature,

so that readers get a first-hand experience of tribal culture and heritage; and various

initiatives taken to address the developmental gaps faced by them.
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JANJATIYA
GAURAV

DIVAS 



Celebrating
CONTRIBUTION OF TRIBALS

TOWARDS FREEDOM STRUGGLE OF
INDIA 
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Celebrating the 75th year of 

India’s Independence as Azadi 

ka Amrit Mahotsav, Union 

Cabinet approved the declaration 

of 15th November, the birth 

anniversary of Birsa Munda, as 

Janjatiya Gaurav Divas 

dedicated to the memory of 

brave tribal freedom fighters so 

that future generations could 

know about the sacrifices made 

by the tribal communities 

(Santhals, Tamars, Kols, Bhils, 

Khasis, Mizos- to name a few) 

during India's freedom struggle. 

Birsa Munda was considered as 

Bhagwan by tribal communities 

and spearheaded a movement 

against the exploitative British 

Raj and gave a call for 'Ulgulan' 

(Revolution). 

05



shall be celebrated every year and would recognize the efforts of tribals for 

preservation of cultural heritage and promotion of Indian values of valour, 

hospitality and national pride. The Janjatiya Gaurav Divas marked the 

launch of week-long celebrations in the form of Janjatiya Gaurav Saptah 

from 15th-22nd November, 2021 to commemorate 75 years of glorious 

history of tribal people, culture and achievements. Launch event of Janjatiya 

Gaurav Diwas were organized across India and a mega event of Janjatiya 

Gaurav Diwas was launched by Tribal Research Institute, J&K in the form of 

inauguration of first of its kind Tribal Photo exhibition and Tribal Art & Craft 

Exhibition at Kala Kendra, Jammu by Hon'ble Lieutenant Governor of J&K, 

Shri Manoj Sinha on 15th November. The event was attended by Advisor to 

LG, Sh. Farooq Ahmed Khan. Speaking on the occasion, Secretary, Tribal 

Affairs Department, Dr. Shahid Iqbal Choudhary IAS, talked about the 

importance of the day and how the art, culture and heritage of tribal 

communities had shaped art and culture of J&K and that they comprise the 

inalienable part of unique melting pot that J&K is. The Advisor to LG, spoke 

about the commitment of J&K government to ensure that the last tribal man 

standing is made part of the development journey of J&K and India. 

JANJATIYA GAURAV DIVAS
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Striking an emotional

cord while addressing the

gathering of public and students present,

Hon'ble LG, J&K UT spoke about the various

unknown tribal freedom fighters who silently made

huge mark on the freedom struggle of India and

also about brave tribals of J&K who displayed extraordinary

courage to fight insurgents at the face of death.

He spoke about the landmark legislation that granted forest

rights to the tribal communities who have remained on the

edge of economic development since independence in

J&K and shall get the opportunity to become stakeholder

in the socio-economic development of J&K.

The Hon'ble LG also declared the launch of

week-long celebration at district level under

the aegis of Janjatiya Gaurav Saptah

from 15th Nov- 22nd Nov
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The art & craft exhibition stole 

the heart of students who 

showed great interest in some 

of the forgotten cultural 

practices of tribal communities 

residing in toughest 

geographical terrain and how 

those practices shaped the 

various art and craft of the 

communities. The photo-

exhibition was liked very much 

and showcased the unique 

aspects of tribal culture. In line 

with the pledge of the Govt. of 

J&K to ensure vesting of forest 

rights to deserving tribal/ tribal 

communities, Forest Right 

certificates were issued to 

tribals during the event. Also, 

outstanding tribal artists/ 

scholars/ entrepreneurs/ 

achievers were felicitated during 

the event to promote a culture of 

merit among tribal communities 

across J&K.09
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LT GOVERNOR PARTICIPATES IN
THE FIRST
JANJATIYA GAURAV DIWAS
TO MARK CELEBRATION OF
BIRSA MUNDA'S
BIRTH ANNIVERSARY

Says, the contribution of Tribal community in our
independence struggle is immense, incomparable and
invaluable.

Under the guidance of Hon'ble PM, J&K UT is empowering
those who were discriminated against since ages.

J&K transforming on an unprecedented scale and speed.

Improving people's living standards, reforming rural & urban
infrastructure and unlocking potential of women and youth
from marginalized sections is our top-most priority.

Lt Governor inaugurated a photo exhibition on
“Tribal Communities of J&K” and an exhibition displaying
“Various Tribal Arts and Crafts”.

Felicitates eminent artists, laureates of Tribal art & literature,
and Tribal Entrepreneurs.

Emphasis being laid on empowering every member from
Tribal community so that they can live a life of self-respect
and dignity.
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Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha

participated in the first

Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas to

mark the celebration of

Birsa Munda's birth anniversary,

at Kala Kendra.
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Speaking on the occasion, the Lt Governor said that the sacrifices and 

contribution of the Tribal community in our independence struggle are immense, 

incomparable and invaluable.

The Lt Governor said that under the guidance of Hon'ble PM, J&K UT is 

empowering those who were discriminated against since ages. "Apart from 

implementation of Forest Rights Act, we are making endeavours for socio-

economic development of Scheduled Tribes through special educational, 

infrastructure and livelihood schemes", he added.

The Lt Governor observed that emphasis is being laid on empowering Tribal 

community so that they can live a life of self respect and dignity. J&K is

transforming on an unprecedented scale and speed. Improving people's living

standards, reforming rural & urban infrastructure and unlocking potential of

women and youth from marginalized sections is our top-most priority, he said.

Participating in the celebrations of Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas, the Lt.Governor gave

his best wishes to all the tribal entrepreneurs and personalities associated with 

art, culture and literary world present on the occasion.

Underscoring the need to make the young generation aware about the sacrifices

and struggle of tribal freedom fighters, the Lt. Governor said that along with

Bhagwan Birsa Munda, heroes such as Rani Gaidinliu, Alluri Sitharama Raju,

Komaram Bheem, Shankar Shah, Raghunath Shah, Khajya Nayak, Sitaram 

Kanwar, Bhima Nayak and many other made supreme sacrifices for the tribal 

community and gave immense contribution for a new India.

The Lt Governor also remembered Mali Begum of Poonch who had saved the 

border district from falling into the hands of enemies in the 1971 war, and 1965 

war hero Mohammad Deen Jagir, who was awarded the Padma Shree by the 

Government of India.

The Lt Governor said that Hon'ble Prime Minister has extended equal rights to a 

large population of Tribal community in Jammu and Kashmir through his historic 

decision to implement Forest Rights Act 2006 in the Union Territory.
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The Lt Governor mentioned about transit accommodations being established at 

eight places at the cost of ̀  28 crores with facilities of medical camp, extra tents, 

animal sheds etc; Tribal Health Plan worth ̀  8 crores; 500 youth to be selected for

advance training like pilot, robotics, management; arrangements for 152

Seasonal Schools, etc.

The Lt Governor called on the new generation to take inspiration and follow the 

path of their tribal ancestors who made contributions, sacrifices and served the 

tribal society, imbibing the values of their culture and rich heritage with a true 

heart. He also urged all the thinkers and artists of the society to come together 

with the Tribal Affairs Department to further enrich the tribal cultural heritage.

Meanwhile, the Lt Governor inaugurated a Photo exhibition on "Tribal 

Communities of J&K", an exhibition displaying "Various Tribal Arts and Crafts". 

He also felicitated eminent artists, laureates of Tribal art & literature, and Tribal 

entrepreneurs on the occasion.

The Lt Governor handed over vehicles under the Mumkin scheme to tribal youth. 

Sh Farooq Khan, Advisor to Lt Governor, while speaking on the occasion said that 

the Lt Governor has been personally monitoring the developmental activities and 

plans for empowering the tribal youth in particular and the community in general.

Dr. Javed Rahi, renowned scholar, author, and tribal social reformer, while 

addressing the gathering threw light on the contributions of tribal leaders to 

National Freedom Struggle, as also the achievements of local tribals in various 

fields.

Dr. Shahid Iqbal Choudhary, Administrative Secretary, Tribal Affairs Department 

delivered the welcome address and presented vote of thanks on the occasion.

Sh Anshul Garg, Deputy Commissioner Jammu, Sh Musheer Ahmed, Director 

Tribal Affairs, J&K, besides various tribal leaders, prominent personalities and a 

large number of members from the Tribal community and people from all walks of 

life attended the celebration.
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JANJATIYA GAURAV SAPTAH
CELEBRATIONS AT
 DISTRICT LEVEL

The week following Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas from 15th-22nd Nov, 2021 saw 

celebrations organized in all the districts of J&K on themes related to role of different 

tribal freedom fighters in freedom struggle of India, peculiarities of tribal 

communities of J&K, art culture and history of tribal communities of J&K etc. These 

events saw fervent participation from public in general and students in particular  

across J&K. The students got a great window of opportunity to understand the tribal 

way of life, its influence on society and its contribution to the socio-economic 

landscape of J&K.

The events also acted as a fillip to  promote sense of pride in tribal identity among 

the tribal youth, including efforts to preserve various heritage sites across J&K and 

motivate younger generations to take interest in tribal culture.

Some activities of the Janjatiya Gaurav Saptah, organized by District authorities are 
listed below:

Painting / Patriotic Song/ Extempore Speech Competition about the unsung
heroes of the freedom struggle with special focus on tribal freedom fighters
like Birsa Munda, Murmu Brothers, Chakra Bishoi etc.

Movie/ Documentary Screening/ Streaming about Freedom Fighters/ Freedom
Struggle like - Biopic of Freedom Fighters, Movies about Patriotism/Service to
Nation/ Freedom Struggle.

Exposure Tour of students to unique Heritage Site of the District (preferably
Tribal Site) with special focus on understanding the importance of tribal culture
and heritage and "Ask me Anything Session with DC" wherein the students got an
opportunity to peek into the life of a Deputy Commissioner and what it takes to
administer a district.



TWO DAY
CAPACITY
BUILDING

PROGRAM FOR
PREPARATION OF
GPDP IN TRIBAL

PANCHAYATS



Strengthening
DEMOCRACY AT

GRASS-ROOT LEVEL 
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The J&K government has expressed its commitment to take democratic 

devolution to the grass root level especially bringing the tribals to the democratic 

mainstream. Tribal Research Institute, J&K has remained at the forefront of the 

realization of that commitment. In line with that commitment, a two day Capacity 

Building Program for preparation of Gram Panchayat Development Plan (GPDP) in 

tribal panchayats of J&K was organized by TRI, J&K in collaboration with National 
th th

Tribal Research Institute, New Delhi from 17  Nov- 18  Nov, 2021 at Panchayat 

Bhawan, Jammu. The inaugural address was presented by Ms. R. Jaya, IAS, Joint 

secretary, Ministry of Tribal Affairs Government of India. The event was organized 

as a part of week-long celebrations under the banner of Janjatiya Gaurav Saptah.
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The two day capacity building program was 

first of its kind democracy strengthening 

program for panchayats across India and saw 

participation of more than 200 elected 

representatives, officers/officials of Rural 

Development Department and Master 

Trainers. The objective of the program was to 

empower the elected representatives under 

three-tier system established after democratic 

devolution post 73rd Constitutional 

Amendment Act in order to have people-

centric development plan and to speed up the 

development work in tribal areas as per the 

aspirations of tribal people. The Two day 

program saw guest speakers and experts 

from all across the country addressing DDC 

members, BDC members, Sarpanchs, Panchs, 

Rural Development Officers/Officials and 

discussing the various aspects of preparation 

of GPDP and their role in the whole process. 

During the program, the participants got an 

opportunity to interact with the senior officials 

of Ministry of Rural Development and speak 

about unique issues that present the tribal 

areas in J&K and various success stories 

across India were also discussed with the 

participants to motivate them to understand 

the local strengths and requirement before 

formulation of GPDP. The capacity building 

exercises involved during the two days also 

saw team building, group discussion and 

mock exercises under which the participants 

came together in group and gave 

presentations about ways in which they deal 

with specific geographical or socio-economic 

problems while preparing GPDPs for their 

areas. Some of the other topics discussed by 

Master trainers included implementation of 

FRA in tribal areas, provisions of decentralized 

governance for gram panchayats in tribal 

areas, GPDP guidelines, mobilization and 

utilization of OSR. 
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The valediction ceremony was the highlight event of the two day capacity building 

program and was chaired by Hon'ble Union Minister for Tribal Affairs, Shri Arjun 

Munda. Speaking on the occasion, Dr. Shahid Iqbal Choudhary, Secretary Tribal 

Affairs Department J&K said the interest of the Hon'ble Union Minister shows the 

priority of the government towards the development of the tribal communities and 

such capacity building programme will not only help in educating the participants 

about various aspects of GPDP but will also aware them about various initiatives of 

government for the tribal community. Highlighting the various initiatives of Tribal 

Affairs Department for the welfare of tribal communities and development of tribal 

areas he added that recently the department has conducted tribal survey of 

transhumance population and Tribal transit accommodations are coming up for the 

welfare of such population. 
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During the valediction, the participants 

interacted with the Hon'ble Union 

Minister with great enthusiasm and 

briefed him about the experience of 

the two days training that they had 

undergone as well as their grievances 

and demands. The Union Minister 

congratulated the J&K Tribal Affairs 

Department, TRI J&K, NTRI and the 

participants for successful completion 

of the two day capacity building 

program and exhorted the participants 

to work in tandem with all the 

stakeholders so that benefit of various 

schemes and programs reaches to all 

the panchayats. He also hoped that 

this training program has given the 

tribal people an opportunity to 

understand their role in development 

of their areas. At the end the Union 

Minister reassured the participants 

that "Government of India is focusing 

on development of tribal communities 

of the country with special focus on 

tribal communities of J&K". 
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TWO DAY
TRIBAL

LITERARY AND
CULTURAL

EXTRAVAGANZA



Culture
NOT ONLY ENRICHES

INDIVIDUAL'S LIFE BUT
ALSO STRENGTHENS

COMMUNITY
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The celebrations of Janjatiya 

Gaurav Saptah as part of Azadi 

ka Amrit Mahotsav was taken 

to a higher crescendo with the 

Tribal Research Institute 

organizing two-day Literary 

cum Cultural Tribal festival 
th thfrom 24 -25  Nov, 2021 at 

Gen. Zorawar Singh Auditorium, 

University of Jammu to mark 

the culmination of the week 

long celebrations which began 

with the celebration of 

Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas on 

Birsa Munda's birth 

anniversary. The festival was 

acknowledged as the first such 

showcase of rich heritage, 

culture, art, craft, cuisine, and 

herbal medicines of tribal 

communities of Jammu & 

Kashmir on a single platform.
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The event was inaugurated by Hon'ble 

Lieutenant Governor of J&K UT, Shri 

Manoj Sinha in the presence of Advisor 

to the LG Shri Farooq Ahmed Khan, Chief 

Secretary Shri Arun Kumar Mehta and 

Secretary, Tribal Affairs Department

Dr. Shahid Iqbal Choudhary. During the 

inaugural address, the Lt Governor 

reiterated the Government's commitment 

for ensuring the overall development of 

J&K’s tribal population
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The Lt Governor observed that the tribal-centric

reforms and policies that the government is

implementing on the ground for the socio-

economic development of the tribal

community will fulfill the dreams of this

community, while keeping their unique

culture, languages and traditions alive.

He spoke how it was the need of

the hour to promote and

preserve tribal culture and

heritage. On the occasion,

the Lt Governor announced

that the state helicopter

will be deployed for the tribal

population during medical

emergencies.
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Arun Kumar Mehta,

Chief Secretary, while 

speaking on the 

occasion, highlighted 

how the UT 

administration was taking 

steps to ensure that every 

facility including 

education, health, sports, 

banking, skill 

development reaches the 

tribal population across 

J&K.
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During the inauguration, a 

documentary on tribals - "An 

introduction to Tribal groups of 

J&K" was played and tribal 

artists presented a display of 

tribal music & dances to the 

applause of crowd present. The 

festival provided an opportunity 

to many artists to showcase 

their talent at UT level for the 

first time acting as source of 

encouragement and also gave 

fillip to preservation of tribal 

culture. More than 300 artists 

and scholars attended various 

events and showcased their 

talent over a course of two days. 

The highlights of the festival 

were Mushaira, Paper-reading 

session by researchers on 

Gujjar, Bakerwal, Gaddi, Sippi 

and Shina tribes. The theatre 

performance showcasing the 

construct of a tribal society stole 

the hearts of everyone present 

and was thoroughly enjoyed by 

all the participants. A Mushaira 

in Gojri language was organised 

in which more than 60 poets 

participated and that was the 

main attraction of the second 

day. The two day festival saw a 

footfall of more than 2500 

visitors from all across the UT of 

J&K.
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SECURING
THE FUTURE OF

TRIBAL
STUDENTS



Workshop
ON EDUCATION AND

LAUNCH OF SMART SCHOOLS

01702532



200 Schools in Tribal Areas to
be modernized at a cost of

 40 crores

Scholarship to 21000
Gaddi, Sippi, Dard, Sheena students 
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Education is considered to be the bedrock of any society and the children its greatest 

future assets. Tribal students have always remained at the fringe of the education 

system, not able to realize their full potential thereby leading to higher drop-out rate. 

The difficult terrain and the unique lifestyle make the task of providing quality 

education to tribal students even more challenging. With the objective of making 

quality education a reality, Tribal Affairs Department in collaboration with School 

Education Department launched an ambitious project of transforming 200 Schools 

into Smart Schools in Tribal areas at a cost of Rs 40 crores.

The project along with a one day workshop on providing education to tribal

students was launched by Hon'ble Lieutenant Governor of J&K UT, Shri Manoj

Sinha Sh. Farooq Khan. The event was attended by Advisor to LG , Chief Secretary

, Pr. Secretary to the LG , SecretarySh. Arun Kumar Mehta Sh. Nitishwar Kumar

School Education Department , Secretary Tribal Affairs DepartmentSh. B.K. Singh

Dr. Shahid Iqbal Choudhary  Dr. Raghav and Divisional Commissioner Jammu

Langer. The modernization of Smart Schools will be executed in two phases.

The smart schools shall be state of the art

schools with all modern equipment to facilitate

quality education pedagogy. The Lt. Governor

highlighted that J&K administration is

collectively spending around ` 104 crore

to strengthen school infrastructure in tribal

areas and establish a strong educational

eco-system for the tribal community.

Besides Smart schools, the government

is also spending ` 8.50 crore on the

modernization of hostels of the

Tribal Department and ` 4 crore

for modernizing new hostels

being built. The government

also decided to give `21.25 crs.

for Eklavya Model Schools. 
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The Hon'ble LG highlighted the 

issue that the Gaddi and Sippi 

community were declared as 

Scheduled Tribe but their 

c h i l d r e n  w e r e  d e n i e d 

scholarship for the last three 

decades. In order to overcome 

this historical injustice, the 

government has decided to 

provide scholarships to 21,000 

children of Gaddi, Sippi, Dard, 

Sheena communities  and 

allocated ` 30 crores for the 

same. 

Sh.  B K Singh ,  Administrat ive 

Secretary, School Education, spoke to 

the gathering that the Smart Schools 

will mark the beginning of the digital 

revolution for the tribal population. Dr. 

Shahid Iqbal Choudhary, Secretary, 

Tribal Affairs Department expressed 

gratitude to the Lt. Governor for 

announcing the scholarship for 

children of tribal communities. He 

also informed about the workshop 

being organized on the occasion for 

awareness on various schemes of the 

government.
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The workshop was attended by HODs, CEO/ZEOs, large number of students, 

parents, teachers, and members from tribal communities, from across the UT and 

discussions were held regarding education scenario of J&K and challenges to 

provide quality education to students especially tribal students. During the 

workshop, suggestions were taken from the participants regarding unconventional 

solutions to reduce drop-out rate of the tribal students in tribal regions. The various 

schemes regarding education were also discussed during the conference.



TRIBAL
FELLOWSHIPS

OFFERED BY
TRIBAL RESEARCH

INSTITUTE



Research
WORK INITIATED UNDER

18 THEMATIC AREAS
RELATED TO
TRIBAL LIFE

38
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The impact of modernity, socio-economic-political development on life of people in 

general is quite evidently felt and researched into but the impact of these two aspects 

on the lives of tribal communities which have been late entrants to mainstream has not 

been so well studied due to the different lifestyle, residential habitation in remote 

geographical location among one of the many reasons. In addition to these, there are 

other less researched or explored facets of tribal life such as geographical route taken 

by them on transhumance,  impact of  digit izat ion,  mapping of tr ibal 

villages/dhoks/springs, specially abled tribal population, documentation of tribal 

culture & history and most recently impact of Covid19 among many such topics that 

require the application of mind and vigour of young researchers. 

In order to promote research studies and scholarly work on various aspects 

cataloguing the overall picture of tribal life in the current scenario, fellowships were 

offered for 18 different unique projects to students/scholars all across India. In 

response to these advertisements, more than 500 applications were received from 

eligible candidates out of which the best were chosen to work on specific project based 

on the research experience of the candidate. The gist of the fields under which 

fellowships have been awarded are listed below:

01

02

03

04

05

06

07

08

09

Architectural and Conservation dimension of Tribal Cultural Heritage of
J&K with focus on transhumance

Geospatial Technology based approach for Tribal Area Development

Dietary Habits of tribals and its contribution towards child nutrition status

Impact of livelihood schemes on tribal women especially with respect to
food security

Health infrastructure and health care delivery system in tribal areas

Tribal Products and challenges faced by Tribal Artisans in marketing of
those products

Impact of digitalization on the society and culture of Tribals

Participatory Planning through SHGs and linkage of forest dwelling
communities with market

Mapping the traditional routes of transhumance with GIS

39



11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

10
Assessment of drinking water facilities in tribal hinterland and sanitary
practices (Jal Jeevan Mission)

Impact of Covid 19 pandemic

Role of tribal freedom fighters of J&K in freedom struggle of India

Mapping of tribal villages, dhoks, springs

Analysis of Tribal Survey and preparation of database of tribal senior citizens

Issues faced by specially abled persons of tribal communities and
remedial mechanisms

Documentation of Tribal Culture

Intangible Tribal Studies

Translation of Tribal literature

The Fellowship shall be for a period of 6 months with the 

scholars spending time on both theory and field related work. 

The fellows shall submit a detailed research report at the end of 

the fellowship which shall become part of the official record of 

Tribal Research Institute. The fellowship presents a unique 

opportunity to both the institute and scholars for developing a 

first-hand repository of authentic data about varied aspects of 

tribal life and applying the theory learnt at College/University 

level as well as opportunity to be part of this large project 

respectively. This will be first time in the history of J&K that such 

a large team of researchers shall be simultaneously working 

only on projects related to tribal communities cataloguing their 

life, culture, heritage, history, geographical presence, art, 

architecture, education status, health status, constitutional as 

well as developmental empowerment, digital interaction etc. 

Some of the research projects are intended for exploration of 

modern tools to plan development of tribal areas on modern 

lines as well as translation of tribal literature. 40



INSTITUTION
OF TRIBAL

AWARDS



Reconizing
THE TRIBAL

SPIRIT TO EXCEL
THROUGH ADVERSITY

42

COMMENDATION CERTIFICATES

1st  Edition of Tribal Awards announced by
THE GOVERNMENT OF J&K

Tribal Research Institute, J&K

AABIDA AKHTAR
Bandipora (Sports)

MS. SHAZIA CHOUDHARY
Rajouri (Literature)

MR. ASHFAQ MEHMOOD
Rajouri

(Science & Technology)

SHAKOOR FOUNDATION
Bandipora

(Community Service)

SARIMASTAN TRIBAL WELFARE FOUNDATION
Poonch

(Community Service)

MUNEER AHMAD KHAN
Anantnag (Culture)

BEGUM JAN
Bandipora (Culture)

IFRAH RAFIQ
Budgam (Sports)

GULZAR AHMED
Kathua (Sports)

MOHAMMAD SUHAIB
Bandipora (Sports)

DR. SHOKET MAHMOOD CHOWDRY
Jammu (Education)

DR. CHOUDHARY MUZAFFAR PASWAL
Kulgam (Education)

DR. NASIR ALI
Jammu (Education)

DR RAFIQ ANJUM
Rajouri (Literature)

DR. JAVAID RAHI
Jammu (Literature)

CH HASSAN DIN PARWAZ
Jammu (Literature)

HIMALAYAN EDUCATION MISSION
Rajouri

(Community Service)

DR BANTI KUMAR
Doda (Education)

 SAIMA AZIZ
Bandipora (Education)

YAR ALI KHAN
ACD Baramulla 

(Community Service)

MISS SANYA KHAN
Doda (Community Service)

GRAM PANCHAYAT
CHATROO LOWER B

Kishtwar

DDC KALAROOS
Kupwara

(Gram Panchayat)

DDC HAJIN B
Bandipora

(Gram Panchayat)

GUJJAR DESH CHARITABLE TRUST
Jammu

(Community Service)

DR ZABEER AHMED
Poonch

(Science & Technology)

SHABIR AHMAD
PASWAL

Ganderbal (Literature)

LIAQAT ALI CHOUDHARY
Rajouri (Literature)

KVK
Anantnag

(Community Service)

HELPING HANDS
SOCIETY GUREZ 
(Community Service)

SALIMA AKHTAR
Kathua (Sports)

SHAHEEM AIJAZ KHAN
Reasi (Sports)

SUDESH KUMAR
Kathua (Culture)

KALSOOM AKHTAR
Reasi (Culture)

JOHN MOHD GUJJAR
Doda (Literature)

SHOKET NASEEM
Rajouri (Culture)



From a demographic group 

constituting about 10.5% of the 

total population of the UT, Tribal 

achievers have remained obscure 

and have not received due 

recognition deserved to them. The 

Human Development Index of tribal 

communities remain much lower 

than the rest of the population and 

they have to face cultural and 

geographical exclusion. For an 

individual coming from a culture 

that is more focused on survival 

and sustenance rather than 

excellence in a particular field, it 

speaks a lot about the character, 

determination and hard work of 

that individual to succeed in a 

particular walk of life and making a 

name for himself/herself. These 

efforts and success of these tribal 

achievers has gone unnoticed and 

never has there been any initiative 

to recognize and felicitate such 

tribal achievers. Such an initiative 

to recognize these achievers shall 

go a long way in not only 

motivating youth to pursue their 

dreams but also lead to 

development of culture of 

excellence in all the tribal 

communities in J&K with these role 

models leading the way.
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This gulf was felt at the Tribal Research Institute, J&K and as a result first, annual

Tribal Awards were instituted by Tribal Research Institute under the aegis of

Tribal Affairs Department, J&K vide Government Order No. 40-JK(TAD) of 2022

dated 11-01-2022. The awards shall be given on 15th November every year

i.e., on Janjatiya Gaurav Divas.

The of awards
instituted-14 No

MALE & FEMALE

 2 2each in the field of
Sports, Education, Culture,
Literature, Science

`50000 each
 2 2̀

50000 each

for EXEMPLARY
COMMUNITY SERVICES
rendered to Scheduled Tribes

 2 2̀
100000 each

for best performing
GRAM PANCHAYAT/
BDC/DDC

Along with the cash award, a citation and a trophyAlong with the cash award, a citation and a trophy

shall also be awarded to the winner. In order to ensureshall also be awarded to the winner. In order to ensure

fairness and genuine nomination in the awards, eachfairness and genuine nomination in the awards, each

nomination has to be proposed by a person of standing whonomination has to be proposed by a person of standing who

shall vouch for the genuineness of claims made by theshall vouch for the genuineness of claims made by the

nominee. The nominations to be scrutinized bynominee. The nominations to be scrutinized by

a committee headed by Deputy Commissioner & finala committee headed by Deputy Commissioner & final

selection shall be made by a UT level Selection Committeeselection shall be made by a UT level Selection Committee

chaired by Secretary, Tribal Affairs Department, J&K. chaired by Secretary, Tribal Affairs Department, J&K. 

Along with the cash award, a citation and a trophy

shall also be awarded to the winner. In order to ensure

fairness and genuine nomination in the awards, each

nomination has to be proposed by a person of standing who

shall vouch for the genuineness of claims made by the

nominee. The nominations to be scrutinized by

a committee headed by Deputy Commissioner & final

selection shall be made by a UT level Selection Committee

chaired by Secretary, Tribal Affairs Department, J&K. 
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FIRST EVER
J&K UT LEVEL
TRIBAL AWARDS
ANNOUNCED ON THE EVE OF
REPUBLIC DAY

On the occasion of , the Department ofRepublic Day

Tribal Affairs announced awards for and26 individuals 

institutions for their outstanding contribution towards individual

achievement and welfare of tribals in different walks of life.

Also Commendation Certificates were announced in favour of

10 individuals and institutions.

Earlier in the month, the Tribal Affairs Department had invited

entries for the first ever Jammu and Kashmir UT level awards.

After a multilevel screening process through panels of experts,

the Department announced awards on the . eve of Republic Day

Out of these 
awards

2626

a citation and a Trophy

awards have been conferred to the Tribal individuals for
their outstanding work in the field of sports, education,
culture, literature and Science & Technology.

0707
Award under this category carries a cash prize of 

` 50,000` 50,000` 50,000` 50,000
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More than 800 nominations were received out of which 139 nominations were 

recommended by District Level Screening Committees headed by concerned Deputy 

Commissioners. The UT level screening committee selected the nominees based on 

their outstanding contribution.

In individual categories, Aabida Akhtar, Ifrah Rafiq, Gulzar Ahmed and Mohammad 

Suhaib were selected for their  outstanding contribution in the field of Sports, eminent 

gastroenterologist Dr. Shoket Mehmud Choudhary, senior cardiologist Dr. Nasir Ali, 

acclaimed paediatrician Dr. Choudhary Muzaffar Paswal have been conferred the 

award for their outstanding achievements in professional education while Dr. Saima 

Aziz and Dr. Banti Kumar got the award as individual Tribal achiever under the field of 

Education.

a citation & a Trophy

` 50,000` 50,000

0606
awards carrying
a cash prize of 

each have been conferred to the Institutions, NGOs and individuals for

their exemplary services rendered to the Scheduled Tribes. In addition to it 

0303
a citation and a Trophy

` 1 Lakh` 1 Lakh

more awards have been conferred to the best performing Gram

Panchayat/BDC/DDC for their contribution towards the welfare of the

Scheduled Tribes. Award under this category carries a cash prize of

The award money of Rs. 1 lakh shall be used by these Gram Panchayat/Block

panchayat/District Panchayat for development Work.
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In community services the awards have been conferred in three categories viz 

Institutions, NGOs and Individuals. Himalyan Education Mission Rajouri and Gurjar 

Desh Charitable Trust Jammu have been conferred the award for outstanding 

contribution in education and social services. Recognising the exemplary services 

rendered towards Scheduled Tribes Shakoor Foundation of Gurez and Sarimastan 

Tribal Welfare Foundation, Poonch got the award under the category of NGO

Mr. Yar Ali Khan and Ms. Sanya Khan got the award for the exemplary services 

rendered towards the Scheduled Tribes under individual category. Under the category 

of Panchayati Raj Institutions, Gram Panchayat, Chatroo Lower B, Kishtwar, DDC 

Kalaroos, Kupwara and DDC Hajin B, Bandipora were awarded.

Those who are awarded with commendation certificates include Salima Akhtar and 

Shaheem Aijaz Khan under Sports category, Sudesh Kumar, Kalsoom Akhtar and 

Shoket Naseem under Culture, Shabir Ahmad Paswal, John Mohd Gujjar and Liaqat 

Ali Choudhary under literature, KVK, Anantnag and Helping Hands Society Gurez for 

their Exemplary Community services rendered towards the scheduled Tribes.

Acclaimed artist Muneer Ahmad Khan and singer Begum Jan got the award for their 

contribution in the field of Culture. Recognising their contribution in the field of 

literature Government awarded Dr Javaid Rahi, Ch Hassan Din Parwaz, Dr Rafiq Anjum 

and Dr Shazia Choudhary for their individual contribution. In Science and Technology 

eminent researcher and scientist Dr Zabeer Ahmed has been conferred with Special 

Award for Outstanding Excellence in Research while young boy Mr. Ashfaq Mehmood 

got the award for innovation.
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The UT Administration under the leadership of Lieutenant Governor Sh Manoj Sinha 

has launched a number of initiatives and schemes for welfare of tribal communities. 

The awards as recognition of outstanding achievements of tribal individuals and 

outstanding community services for tribal welfare have been instituted to recognise 

the achievements and encourage innovation, excellence in public service and 

inclusive development.
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